252                       EVALUATING THE PROGRAM
helps the child to learn and to become increasingly able to
evaluate his own progress. When a child enters the preschool
or early primary years, his teachers and parents cooperate, in
the modern school, in appraising his needs and providing the
experiences most essential for him. Later he will have a part
in this procedure.
SUBJECTIVE AND OBJECTIVE APPRAISAL ARE
INTERWOVEN
Extensive research has shown the effectiveness of combined
objective and subjective appraisal of pupils' needs. The re-
sults of intelligence, interest, and aptitude tests form one basis
upon which to select experiences and adapt them to chil-
dren's potentialities and abilities, rate of learning, and per-
sonal-social needs at the time. These devices are used when
needed throughout the school years to determine some of
pupils' strengths and difficulties, and probable development.
Subjective appraisal by teachers and parents is valuable, and
is considered reliable and valid if it is based upon specific evi-
dence and the judgment of several persons.
Interview and observational methods are used largely with
the young child to determine the experiences he needs apd
how he is maturing and learning. A child reveals these
through his behavior, which is an expression of his under-
standing of a situation and the way he feels at the time.
Recorded observations of a young child's action in concrete
situations are objective statements of what he is learning and
'failing to learn. For this reason, cumulative descriptions of
a child's behavioi- in many situations give accurate pictures of
him, and reveal causes underlying the behavior. They suggest
to his teachers what guidance he needs.
Observations valuable in directing the young child include
Informal ones made in the home as well as more formal ones
u*ade at school. Driscoll suggests that the behavior of the
young child which should receive the closest scrutiny is that
tiis reactions to a situation are contrary to what